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World’s largest solar trade

fair in Munich

By Kenny Loh

The Malaysian German Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MGCC) and
Aussenhandelskammer (AHK) is leading

a delegation of local independent power
producers to Intersolar Europe - the
world’s largest solar trade fair to be held in
Munich, Germany, from June 8 to 16.

MGCC general manager Thomas Brandt
said Malaysian companies providing green
solutions, including clean energy produc-
ers, should not miss this event as they can
take advantage of this rare opportunity to
exchange know-how on photovoltaic (PV)
and solar thermal energy harvesting tech-
nologies with some of the world’s biggest
producers.

“With more than 1,800 exhibitors
already signed up for the event, this year’s
Intersolar Europe has surpassed last year’s
1,400 exhibitors and we expect to attract
visitors from over 145 countries,” said
Brandt at a press briefing last week.

“Companies and independent power
producers looking to get insights into
advances made in harnessing solar power
such as PV and thermal energy, must
attend this trade fair.”

Brandt said the delegation to Munich is
in line with the Malaysian government’s
initiatives to turn the green industry into
the catalyst for national growth in the
future.

“The government’s move to position
green technology as a new growth engine
has set the rhythm for the industry ...
such as introducing the Feed-in-Tariffs
(FiT) by next year as well as having a new
rating tool for new and existing buildings
in the Green Building Index,” he said.

Compared to other nations in the
region, Brandt said Malaysia has been fair-
ly quick to latch on to the idea of going
green, judging by the government’s will-
ingness in introducing policies conducive
to its growth.

However, he said sustainable practices
can still benefit from even stronger legisla-
tions and perhaps a renewable energy act
needs to be drafted to speed things up
and encourage the private sector to invest

o

in green technologies.

“Malaysia does not need to be in the
situation Germany was years ago, when
resources like coal were used up and we
were forced to rely on sustainable solu-
tions.

“We can help pass on the knowledge
and that is one of the main objectives
of the delegation in the solar trade fair,”
Brandt said.

He added that with strong legislation,
Germany only took a few short years to
reap the benefits of the technology.

He said about 300,000 “green” jobs
were created subsequently over the last
10 years and the industry is now moving
ahead with newer technological ideas.

While significant advances have been
made in harnessing energy from the sun,
Brandt said energy today can be harnessed
from the ocean as well, by using large
sophisticated rotating turbines in the
ocean’s depth.

“Putting a device into the sea was once
considered a crazy idea in Germany, but
today the technology is being commer-
cialised,” said Brandt.

He said the Malaysian delegation to
Munich will also make a learning excursion
to Freiburg, one of the greenest towns in
Germany — where cars are outlawed, plas-
tic toys are forbidden and almost everyone
cycles or uses city trams to get around.

Meanwhile, The Ministry of Energy,
Green Technology and Water announced
that it will be giving a limited RMS,000
incentive to delegates who are interested
in attending the Intersolar Europe trade
show this year.

For more information, call Sherena Wong
at 03-9235 1806 or email sherena.wong@
malaysia.ahk.de or surf to http://malaysio.
ahk.de/
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